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The Next U.S.-China War Could Be Fought Over Rocks
Donald Trump stood before the United Nations this week talking about wars, national security, and America’s position in the world. But one of the most important developments taking place around those meetings received considerably less attention: Greenland.
The United States, Denmark, and Greenland formally signed a new security agreement Tuesday that dramatically expands America’s military presence on the island. Greenland remains under Danish sovereignty and retains its self-government, but the agreement gives Washington significantly greater influence over security and restricts adversaries from establishing military bases or making sensitive investments there.
Why does the United States suddenly care so much about an enormous frozen island with fewer than 60,000 residents? National security is obviously part of it. Greenland sits in one of the most strategically important locations in the Arctic.
But I think there’s another reason investors need to pay attention: it’s what’ is underneath the ground.
The New Arms Race
Greenland possesses potentially enormous deposits of rare earths and other critical minerals. These aren’t obscure rocks that only geologists care about. They’re essential ingredients in fighter jets, missiles, smartphones, electric vehicles, robots, semiconductors, and practically every other advanced technology shaping the modern economy.
And there’s one big problem. China dominates them.
China controls as much as 70% of global rare-earth mining and more than 85% of refining and production. That’s an extraordinary amount of control over materials the rest of the world desperately needs.
We’ve already seen Beijing demonstrate how powerful that leverage can be. Restrictions on critical-mineral exports have created shortages and forced American aerospace companies to search for substitutes for materials used in jet engines and advanced electronics.
That’s why I believe Trump’s obsession with Greenland makes a lot more sense when you stop looking at a map and start looking underground.
Green-land, In More Ways Than One Suddenly Looks Different
Investors figured this out quickly. Critical Metals (CRML), which controls the Tanbreez rare-earth project in southern Greenland, surged more than 40% Monday following news of the agreement. Other American rare-earth stocks rallied as investors connected the dots between Greenland, China, and America’s growing push for mineral independence.
Tanbreez is particularly interesting because it contains heavy rare earths… 0 exactly the type of materials that are difficult to source outside China. But that doesn’t mean Greenland is suddenly going to solve America’s mineral problem.
Building mines takes years. Processing the material may be an even bigger challenge because China doesn’t simply dominate mining; it dominates what happens after those rocks come out of the ground.
And that’s exactly why this story matters. America is running out of time to build alternatives.
Trump Meets Xi
That brings us to another major event this week. Trump is scheduled to meet Chinese President Xi Jinping later todayThursday, and rare earths are expected to be one of the major issues on the table.
Think about how strange that is. The world’s two largest economies will discuss trade, artificial intelligence, Taiwan, and geopolitical security. Yet some of America’s leverage may ultimately depend on whether China continues shipping obscure metals most Americans have never heard of.
That’s the world we live in, and Washington clearly understands the vulnerability. The administration has spent billions supporting domestic critical-mineral projects, tightened rules around Chinese materials in the defense supply chain, and pushed for new sources from allied countries.
Now we can add Greenland. But I don’t think it stops there.
The Next Frontier Is Underwater
If we can’t find enough critical minerals on land, there’s another place to look: the bottom of the ocean.
The deep seabed contains enormous fields of polymetallic nodules rich in manganese, nickel, cobalt, and copper. Last year, Trump signed an executive order specifically aimed at accelerating America’s development of offshore critical minerals and reducing dependence on foreign suppliers.
That effort is now moving beyond talk. NOAA is reviewing multiple U.S. applications for deep-sea mineral exploration, including applications involving areas beyond U.S. national waters. The Metals Company (TMC) is among theI’ve also been researching a number of companies attempting to develop this entirely new source of critical minerals. More on those names in the coming weeks.
Deep-sea mining remains controversial. Environmental questions are significant, regulations are still evolving, and commercial production remains uncertain. But when you step back, the pattern becomes difficult to ignore.
Greenland, domestic mines, recycling, allied supply chains, and deep-sea mining aren’t separate stories. They’re all part of the same race to reduce America’s dependence on China for the materials required to build the technologies of the future.
Follow Tthe Rocks
I’ve spent years talking about artificial intelligenceAI, robotics, autonomous vehicles, nuclear power, defense technology, and the electrification of the global economy. Every one of those trends ultimately requires physical materials.
You can build the world’s greatest AI model, the most advanced humanoid robot, or the next-generation fighter jet. But if another country controls the minerals required to manufacture it, you have a problem.
That’s why I believe critical minerals are quickly becoming one of the most important investment themes of the next decade. Trump’s Greenland deal isn’t going to break China’s rare-earth dominance tomorrow, and neither will deep-sea mining.
But something much bigger is clearly happening. The United States has realized that controlling tomorrow’s technology requires controlling yesterday’s most basic industry: mining.
The next great technology race won’t be fought only in Silicon Valley. Some of it may be fought in Greenland, some of it may be fought miles beneath the ocean, and some of it may be fought in mines and processing facilities across America.
IncreasinglyIronically, in a world increasingly dominated by AI and technology, I believe the investors who follow the rocks will understand best where the world is heading next.
[nonWAR]
P.S. Follow the rocks all the way to gold, and you'll find Karim running his own version of this trade. He's built a put-selling method that's won 95% of the time since inception and hasn't lost a single trade in 2026. 
This afternoon, he's opening up exactly how it works at his free Gold Heist watch party, showing you how to buy the world's top gold assets at half price. Don’t miss it.
